
IPADS FOR  

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY 

Jay Cottell – Learning Technologies Consultant, Wolf Creek Public Schools 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AGVTp7eCWBo


GOALS: 

• Define Assistive Technology 

• Review iPad success 

• Discuss iPads in school 

• Overview of some simple AT apps, resources 



WHAT IS ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY? 



• Assistive Technology for Learning (ATL) includes the devices, media 

and services used in learning environments to overcome barriers for 

students with physical, sensory, cognitive, speech, learning or 

behavioral special needs to actively engage in learning and to 

achieve their individual learning goals (Alberta Education) 

• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assistive_technology 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assistive_technology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assistive_technology


MULTIPLE MEANS OF REPRESENTATION 

 PROVIDING DIFFERENT WAYS TO ACQUIRE INFORMATION 

MULTIPLE MEANS OF EXPRESSION 

 PROVIDING DIFFERENT WAYS TO EXPRESS LEARNING 

MULTIPLE MEANS OF ENGAGEMENT 

 PROVIDING LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES THAT INCORPORATE 

 INDIVIDUAL INTERESTS, INCLUDE APPROPRIATE 

 CHALLENGES, AND INCREASE MOTIVATION 

 

Based on research by Center for Applied Special Technology (CAST) www.cast.org 

 

Universal Design for Learning 
 



STUDENT 

ENVIRONMENT 

TASK 

TECHNOLOGY/TOOL 

www.joyzabala.com 

http://www.joyzabala.com/


WHO NEEDS AN IPAD ANYWAY? 

RJ Cooper 

http://www.rjcooper.com/auggie/auggie/index.html


AT IN ALBERTA 

• Alberta Special Needs Student Statistics 

• Alberta Education ATL 

• CBE AT Toolkit 

 

http://education.alberta.ca/admin/special/stats/bycode.aspx
http://education.alberta.ca/admin/technology/atl/bestpractices.aspx
http://www.innovativelearning.ca/assistivetech/toolkit.asp


• 145 000 youtube hits in January, 611 000 in August, 1.8 M today 

• Just under 2 billion search results on google 

• Just under 10 billion image hits on google 

• New iPad sells 3 million in 3 days 

• iPad commercial 

 • Top 5 tablets to buy? 

• Cases? – 315 M hits 

• Stylus? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTz4pfyTEFg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BaUH6s1EOR8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eEjhzOgx-j8
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IPad


How I am using it… 

• Speech Delays, Signing Apps - 
Augmented Alternative Communication 

• Dealing with anxiety 

• Build up ability to work in and out of class 
more independently 

• Physical access 

• Text to speech to text 

• Routines, schedules, organizational skills 

• Motivational tool 

 

 

 

Benefits… 

• User friendly 

• Kid friendly, easy to operate 

• Used on iPod or iPad 

• More inclusive, feels like everyone 

else 

• Helps student to communicate when 

otherwise impossible 

• ENGAGING 

 

HOW DO I KNOW WHETHER TO BUY A $190 APP… 

OR NOT? 

Accessibility 

http://www.apple.com/accessibility/ipad/vision.html


APP REVIEW 

Jane Farrell Blog 

iTunes 

I CAN center for Assistive Technology 

 

http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/article/iphoneipad-apps-for-aac
C:/Program Files (x86)/iTunes/iTunes.exe
http://www.albertahealthservices.ca/services.asp?pid=service&rid=5789


http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?fcId=399470755&mt=8 

 

http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewMultiRoom?fcId=399470755&mt=8








http://www.tumblebooks.com/library/asp/home_tumblebooks.asp














Autism Express – share feelings   Going Places – social skills modeling

  

Pic a word – simple communication w/pics  ArtikPix – speech delay support 



RESOURCES 

• http://www.wolfcreek.ab.ca/iPad%20Resources.php 

http://www.wolfcreek.ab.ca/iPad Resources.php
http://edtechteacher.org/index.php/teaching-technology/mobile-technology-apps/ipad-as
https://wolfden.wolfcreek.ab.ca/Login


WHERE DO IPADS FIT WITHIN EFFECTIVE 

INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICE? 



Culture and Expectations 

Clearly Identified 

Outcomes/Individual Learning Goals  

Pre-Assessment  

Pre-Planning; Utilizing a 

“Backwards Design” Framework 

Utilization of Rubrics and Exemplars 

Introduction of New Knowledge 

Experiencing and Developing 

the New Knowledge Deepening Understanding 

of the New Knowledge 

Tracking and Communicating Achievement 

of Outcomes/Individual Goals  

Formative Assessment  

Additional Supports and 

Pyramids of Intervention 
Summative Assessment  



Culture and Expectations 

Clearly Identified Outcomes 

/Individual Learning Goals  

Experiencing and Developing 

the New Knowledge 

Deepening Understanding 

of the New Knowledge 

Additional Supports and Pyramids 

of Intervention & Pre- Assessment 

School Example: Back channel for text communication 

during presentations, debates and class conversations. 

iPads address different learning modalities and 

allow students to access various adapted versions 

of outcomes and learning goals. 

Everything AT… AAC, OT, speech, DHH, signing, 

text to speech, voice recorder, visual output 



LINK TO DOWNLOAD PDF… 

http://www.wolfcreek.ab.ca/documents/general/iPads%20and%20Assistive%20Technology.pdf 

http://www.wolfcreek.ab.ca/documents/general/iPads and Assistive Technology.pdf

