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Possible Food Futures

Pillar(s): Healthy Eating and Positive Social Environments
Division IV

Grade Level: 10

Core Curriculum Connections: Social Studies 10

e SOCIAL STUDIES 10-1: Perspectives on Globalization

e SOCIAL STUDIES 10-2: Living in a Globalizing World

I. Rationale: Globalization, the process by which the world’s citizens are becoming increasingly
connected and interdependent, demands that students explore responsibilities associated with local and
global citizenship and formulate individual responses to emergent issues related to globalization.
Recognizing and appreciating the influence of globalization will lead students to develop individual and
collective responses to emergent issues. In this lesson, students will identify food issues of global concern,
international mechanisms that exist to address these, and potential solutions to these global concerns.
They will produce brief, multi-media presentations on an issue.

Il. Activity Objectives:

The students will be able to:
e identify food production and distribution issues of common global concern.
e recognize that solutions to global concerns often require international dialogue.
e recognize potential solutions to global concerns involving food distribution.

e Students will explore the impacts of globalization on their lives.
e Students will assess economic, environmental and other contemporary impacts of globalization.
e Students will assess their roles and responsibilities in a globalizing world.

Ill. Materials:
® newspapers or news magazines
e student task sheets included in this lesson

IV. Procedure:
e see activity descriptions and instructions on the following pages.




BACKGROUND -- For the Teacher

Many of the 155ues of major global concern wvolve foed: famine, frade wars, food dismbubtion, enersy use,
international grazing disputes and so on. Most 1ssues that have existed for any significant time are addressed by government,
United Nations or non-governmental organizations.

In this activity vour students are asked for two things. In phase one, they gather news stores, magazine arficles and
broadeast information on as many of these 1ssues as they can. In phase two, they select a topic and develop a short (5 to 10
munute) multi-media presentation on 1t for presentation to the class.

Through this two-step process yvour students should improve both their research skills and their ability to make
interesting and invelving presentations. They should also become more aware of what mformation sources swrround them
and what major 135ues are occumng mm the world.

PROCEDURE

Part 1
Preparation

Part 2
Introduction

Part 3
Activity

(Day 1)

Part 4

Concluzion

Lh s L

10.
11.

Decide how long students will have for information gathermg and make a note of
it in the space on Task Sheet One. Choose a presentation date and fill 1n the
appropriate space on Task Sheet Two.

You will need one copy of Tazk Sheet One for each student and one copy of Tazk
Sheet Two for every 3 or 4 students. Two or three copies of the data sheets should
suffice to show students examples of what to collect.

With about 15 minutes left in a class, distnbute Task Sheet One to the students.
Set out copees of the data sheets at two or three locations.

Survey the class on what newspapers and magazines thev have access to at home.
Suggest resources they maght use from the school or public ibrary, and radio or
television programs thev might find relevant.

Using the chalkboard, and acting as recorder, have the students contnbute the
1ssues, agencies and proposals they have identified.

As vou record each rtem, determme how many people found it dunng their
imveshgations.

Onee all conmbutions have been recorded, have students choose a topic for further
work and form groups of three to work on their choice. {Allow only one group per
topic; the first to orgamze being first to choose.)

As soon as the groups are establizhed and topics chosen (allow 15 mammtes for
thiz), distribute Task Sheet Two to the groups. Make certain that students know
when presentation dav i=.

ONE WEEK SLIPS AWAY
Assign or amange a schedule for the presentations.

For each 155ue, ask students to answer orally the question “What does thas 1ssue
mean fo us, teday ™"



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Which 155ues were found m the largest vanety of sources?
Do any of the sources used present 155ues in ways that are stnkingly different from others?
Are there themes or approaches that are constant within a medium regardless of subject?

R s
i

RELATED ACTIVITIES

1. Invite a representative from one of the agencies identified in phase one to address the class.

2 On a world map, locate sites where sach 1ssue i1s descnbed as being significant. See whether any of the 15sues clust
in parficular areas of the world

3.

Select nations from the hist of United nations members and mvestizate what are the entical food, distnbution and
related 135ues there.
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TASK SHEET ONE --

Gathering Information

Over the next days you

are to gather newspaper and

magazine articles. radio or TV
documentary summaries and any

other information you can find on
global food. food distribution and

related 1ssues.

Your information search should

include material on three aspects:

1.

| ]

What problems and disagreements
exist around the world on food
matters”

What organizations deal with various
1ssues; how do they work: what are
they like?

What innovations in food production,
trade. transportation. food
preservation, etc.. are being proposed
to address world problems?

s/




STUDENT RESOURCE

TASK SHEET TWO —
Presentation

From the information you have gathered. choose one
topic — an 1ssue, an agency. a proposed solution or a

related set of these.

Over the next week you are to produce a 5-10 minute
multi-media presentation on your chosen topic.

Presentation day will be

=4
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DATA SHEET ONE -- Sample Issues 1
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' Rainy weather pushes prices higher
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FARM & COUNTRY — AUGUST, 1903

Bold farmers tackle \
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DATA SHEET TWO -- Sample Agencies

Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA)

International Development
Research Center (IDRC)

‘ Tools for Peace

International Monetary Fund

International Food Policy
Research Institute

Organization for Economic

Cooperation and Development
(OECD)
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STUDENT RESOURCE

Soil and Water
Conservation Society

North-South Institute

Sustainable Agriculture
Association of Alberta

General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade (GATT)

Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAQO)

World Food Programme

2/




" DATA SHEET THREE - Sample Solutions
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VI. Source: ‘
lesson idea adapted from Agriculture in the Classroom.



http://www.aitc.sk.ca/tr_food.html




