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When are buses cancelled and schools closed due to Inclement Weather?

In Wolf Creek Public Schools, Administrative Procedure 132 (AP 132) guides decisions
for school closure, due to inclement weather. The Division takes precautions with respect
to the welfare of students and staff coming to or going from school. When road or weather
conditions jeopardize the safety of students and staff, schools will be closed and bus runs
cancelled.

How is the decision made to cancel buses and close schools?
1. Temperature in excess of -40 degrees Celsius with or without the windchill.
2. Dangerous road conditions and/or poor visibility (e.g. heavy snowfall, blowing snow, freezing

rain, heavy fog).

When is the decision made to cancel buses and close schools?

The Transportation Manager and Superintendent make the decision after appropriate
information is gathered from each of the school areas.

This decision will typically be made prior to 6:00 am but may be made earlier if
clear and compelling information is available from Environment Canada.

Communicating to families & staff

Communications to parents/guardians and staff are sent out via email, text and phone call when the
decision is made to cancel buses and close schools.

Notices will also be posted on the Division website, on radio stations and on Wolf Creek’s Social Media

Channels (Facebook & Twitter). PLEASE ENSURE you are monitoring those social media channels and your email
whenever inclement weather is expected, occuring or in the forecast.

Why are schools closed when buses are cancelled?

Given we are a rural school division we know that when buses don't run it often means
the majority of students will not be in school. Staff then are unable to cover any new
material with students.

If buses aren’t running and schools are open some families feel compelled to get their
children to school. This can at times promote people to take risks that could be avoided.

WCPS staff still attend their school sites, unless deemed unsafe to do so.

If schools remained open for students, and road conditions are poor, it can lead to logistical issues
when some staff aren’t able to be in the building at the usual time in the morning.
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